Volume 22, Number 2

THE VEIL

The Monthly Journal Covering the News at S$t. Mary’s

800 AdVNdd34

REFLECTIONS ON THE

MARCH FOR LIFE 2008
By Rev. Fr. David G. Subu

his year I again attended the annual March for

Life on the Mall, on January 22nd. It was very
heartening to see so many people, a “multitude that
could not be counted.” Estimates range over 100,000
marchers. Maybe double even that, and I wouldn’t
be surprised. I could see neither a beginning nor an
end to the crowd anywhere.

What was also beautiful was the vast
number of young people, teens and college students,
which perhaps made up at least half the group. I'm
encouraged by them because they are learning early
on and in greater and greater number that abortion
is no real choice at all, but a systematic failure of
society to provide for and protect its most
vulnerable, both children and parents. They
understand that this choice is pushed upon them by
a culture that does not really wish to face the
consequences of its own sinfulness, a society that
does not want to deal with their “little problem,”
and provide real alternatives.

Perhaps they are so much more aware now
than my generation was at that age because now it is
no longer a theoretical debate on the ethics of the
issue. Now we have the stark reality of 43 million+
abortions effected in this nation alone, countless
men and women wounded, “aborted” mothers and
fathers who now know the truth, who have felt the
pain and hopelessness of their “choice,” and aren’t
afraid to talk about it. Instead of building
generations of responsible, ethical young adults,
we’ve actually increased their irresponsibility,
immorality, and irreverence for life. And many of
them, in the innocence of youth, are disgusted with
us for it. Good for them!

I was also humbled by our small Orthodox
contingent, miniscule in comparison to the Roman
Catholic juggernaut that dominates the pro-life
movement. I was bemused by what they must all
think when our all-too-small cadre of bishops get up
on the stage in their impressive black robes and
kamilavki (hats) like some medieval clerical Mafiosi.
We cannot compete with the fire of the AME pastor,
the salt of the Brooklyn Rabbi Levin, the masses of
the Catholics, and the blare of the contemporary
Christian singers. But I am glad we are there, as
foolish as we seem and sometimes even feel. But I
also wish more of us were there.

You know that I, as your priest, in
comparison to some, do not make many political
pronouncements. It is not because I am not
convinced or convicted of any ideals, but rather
perhaps because I respect that each of you may or
may not be as well. I consider carefully my position
as your pastor. While I know for myself, I am a pro-
lifer, and that pretty much certain positions are a
deal-breaker for my being able to vote for certain
candidates, I would never tell you that you cannot
consider yourself a Christian because of your
political views or whom you wish to vote for.

None of those who serve have clean hands,
and even our most pro-life leaders often make
unsavory compromises. I always remember St.
Constantine the Great, who nevertheless because of
the duties of state and the moral burden of his
actions as ruler, chose to forestall baptism until the
end of his life. Yet he is a saint. For these reasons I
am unashamed to confess that I am a diehard
independent, and that my vote will always have to
be earned. I encourage you all to approach things
the same way!

At the same time, I refuse to be told that a
priest should keep his nose out of things, and that
his job is only to teach spiritual things, and leave the
earthly to the rest. I would not be much of a
shepherd if, when I saw the wolves and the snakes
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bearing down, I didn’t stop and stand and warn all
of you, the flock entrusted to me.

So I offer my reflections to you in the hopes
of inspiring a bit of a pro-life worldview in you, that
you might hold accountable not only those whom
our country elects to office but also yourself in all
the ways of your conduct. To be truly pro-life is not
just about those for whom we vote, though it really
cannot be separated from it.

To be pro-life is to hold an entire worldview
that sees life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness as
gifts from our Creator to be cherished and protected
for all. It means taking some personal responsibility
to create a more compassionate and, yes, Christian
world in which sinners can find forgiveness and
assistance in healing from abortion, also supporting
our terrified and unprepared mothers and fathers
(for whether they know it or not, this what they are
as soon as conception occurs) so that they do not
commit to abortion and live for fear.

It also means defending the elderly and the
infirm, the terminally ill, the disabled, and children
not just with lips but with loving presence,
visitation, acts of charity performed with hands and
hugs and smiles and not just checkbooks. It means
being able to accept the sin in our own families and
not trying to make our children appear as above the
reality of pre-marital indiscretions. Remembering
that 25% or so of abortions are for married women
past their early 20's, we need to give the
encouragement to our peers be pro-family and even
pro-big-family, being mindful of what is happening
in Europe where birth rates have declined so much
that western civilization has with them.

Let us stand up for some “truth in
advertising.” Let us not allow any politicians to tell
us that they can be against the ban on partial birth
abortion “because there was no exception for the
health of the mother,” when we already know that
there is no medically necessary instance in which
this horrific procedure occurs. Let’s call pandering
to the abortion industry and its powerful lobby for
what it is.

Let us also stop the lie that being against
embryonic stem cell research and human cloning is
callous and insensitive to those with incurable
disease, when not a single effective treatment has
come out of that type of research for 20 years—
compared with hundreds to arise from the use of
more stable and perfectly ethical research with adult
stem cells. (Follow the money and you'll see what
it's really about.)

February 2008

Let us stop the lie that being pro-choice
helps our nation’s poor black families, for African-
Americans babies are aborted twice as often as
others, and the community has actually
disintegrated farther since Roe v. Wade. Let’s
instead see some real welfare reform and some real
immigration enforcement so there can be stable jobs
and stable families in those hurting communities.

Let us stop the abhorrent, eugenic lie that
aborting children with disorders like Down’s
syndrome is doing them some kind of favor, and
that somehow, the very rare situations like these
justify keeping abortion legal on demand during all
nine months of pregnancy in all 50 states.

Let us stop turning a blind eye when our
government makes deals with other nations whose
pro-life and human rights records are even more
grievous than ours in the name of diplomacy and
making America strong. Only one power can make
any nation stand. If we renounce Him, we are lost.
The crass and callous spirit of our age that fuels the
abortion industry has equal representation on both
sides of the aisle, just as it is equally present in us if
we do not repent now and change our world from
the inside out.

To be pro-life means a lot more than for
whom you vote. It also means what you stand for
and what you expect from yourself, your family,
your community, your nation. I hope all of you will
consider rethinking your worldview, whether
conservative or liberal or otherwise in politics, and
start making a difference, so that eventually, there
will be no more need for a March for Life.
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE

By Jonathan Jacobson

Dear Members and Friends of St

Orthodox Church:

Mary

It has been a great privilege to serve as
Parish Council President over the past year. 1
thank all of the departing Parish Council
members for their service, and thank everyone
who has agreed to serve on Parish Council for
2008: Anna Caraveli, Mark Cherpes, Joseph
Cox, Tanya Danilchick, Nicholas Dujmovic,
Marie Ficken, Alida Kass, Stephanie
Kozemchak, Aristoteles Psitos, Christopher
Thomas, Sarah Zimmerli, and John Ziu. For
those who did not attend the Assembly, I'm
copying some excerpts from my report for 2007:

In February 1987, six Romanian-
American families and three converts to
Orthodoxy celebrated the Divine Liturgy
together for the first time as the nucleus of a
new Orthodox community in Northern
Virginia. Twenty years later, 170 Orthodox
Christians and their children call St. Mary
Orthodox Church—the Church of the
Protection of the Holy Mother of God— their
spiritual home. The vision of the founders of
St. Mary’s—to bring the Orthodox Faith and
English-language Orthodox worship to our
region —continues to be fulfilled in the lives of
the men, women, and children of our parish.

In 2007, under the leadership of our
parish priest, Fr. David Subu, we experienced a
rich and vital liturgical life with numerous
opportunities for spiritual growth, pilgrimage,
witness, and charitable activities. 1 thank the
members of the parish for showing
appreciation to Fr. David and Psa. Stephanie for
their dedicated service within our community
and their efforts to strengthen our connections
with God, each other, and the work of the
Church in our region and around the world. I
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trust that we will continue to support Fr. David

and his family enthusiastically during 2008.

I ask the members of the parish to join
me in thanking all of the 2007 Parish Council
members for their service to our community
over the past year. In particular, I want to
acknowledge

0 Sarah Zimmerli for her dedicated service as
Vice President and tireless work managing
our two rental properties, arranging major
capital improvements in our fellowship hall,
and coordinating the beautification of our
church for Christmas;

0 Christopher Thomas for his diligent and
humble service as Treasurer, which we both
agree is a far more demanding job than
Parish Council President;

0 Stephanie
Secretary
collections;

Kozemchak for serving as
and assisting with weekly

0 Steve Berg and Steve Miroy for serving as
delegates to the annual Episcopate
Congress;

0 Anna Caraveli for working with Fr. David,
Protodeacon Peter Danilchick, and our
iconographers, Thomas Xenakis and Nadine
Thola, to plan and coordinate fundraising
for the ongoing Icon Project that continues
to enhance our worship through beautiful
and inspirational “windows to Heaven”;

0Joseph Cox for his work as sacristan;

o0Dsa. Tanya Danilchick for her efforts in
establishing and running the parish
bookstore, which since its founding in
October 2004 has sold over 385 books, 75
icons, 24 neck crosses, 30 prayer ropes, 75
CD’s, and many other religious articles;

oRdr. Nicholas Dujmovic for coordinating
care of the church’s building and grounds;

0Georgia Kazakis for reviewing various
legal and insurance matters facing the
parish;

0 Nicholas Masick for serving as Epitrope for
the first part of the year;
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oCarolyn Pritchyk for serving as Ladies’
Guild President and ex officio Council
member;

oLisa Robertson for her work in recruiting
volunteers for coffee hour and planning the
annual parish picnic;

oRobert Yuskavage for agreeing to serve as
an auditor after Perry Cherpes left to work
in New Zealand; and

oJohn Ziu for serving as an auditor and
coordinating the annual Christmas card.

I also ask you to thank Marilyn Thomas
for serving as our Church School principal in
2007 and Derek Power for directing our choir.
Our appreciation is due to everyone who has
devoted time to serve our parish over the past
year, including those serving as: a Church
School teacher; a reader, chanter, choir director,
or choir member; a coffee hour volunteer or
greeter of visitors; a prayer group, Bible study,
or adult education participant; a Ladies” Guild
or M.O.O.P.S. or AR.O.Y. or Men’s Fellowship
member; an editor or contributor to our parish
newsletter or website; an Icon Project
supporter; a volunteer helping to care for our
church building and grounds; or a participant
in a charitable or missionary activity.

Early in 2007, we received a very
generous donation from Martha Codrea to
replace the furnace and windows in our
fellowship hall and add a central air
conditioning system. At the same time, several
members of the parish expressed concerns
about our remaining mortgage debt and noted
that retiring each mortgage would give us more
options for expanding our facilities and parking
space. In October 2007, inspired by the vision
and enthusiasm of Eleni and George Woglom,
our parish held its first annual Dinner Dance
and Silent Auction fundraiser. This event,
which nearly 70 members and friends of the
community attended at the parish hall of St.
Luke Orthodox Church in McLean, was highly
successful and raised over $9,000 to reduce our
mortgage debt on the 7219 Roosevelt Avenue
house. A second Dinner Dance is planned for
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Saturday, October 4, 2008, so mark your
calendars!

We faced some major financial
challenges during 2007, mostly related to our
two adjacent rental properties. Rental income
was less than half of what we had expected
because of vacancies in each house during the
middle part of the year. We also faced
unexpected repair costs for each house. While
some of these costs were covered by insurance,
I don’t think anyone on the Parish Council
expected us to finish the year with a budget
surplus. But praise be to God, following an
almost miraculous outpouring of support from
the members of our community during the last
quarter of the year, a surge in contributions
enabled us to finish the year with positive net
operating income of $1,310. On behalf of the
Council, I express our sincere appreciation for
the great generosity of our members and
friends in giving to the life and work of our
community, both in terms of your financial
gifts, and also your time, talents, and prayers.

July 2008 will be the 20t anniversary of
the granting of parish status to our community
by then-Bishop Nathaniel. As we approach this
anniversary, let us give thanks and glory to
God for His work in our midst. I have been
encouraged by the sense of community among
our members that is evident in the time we
spend together outside of the Liturgy, and in
our participation together in prayer, study,
fellowship, and service to others. May the Lord
bless each of you for your devotion to His
Church and your dedicated service and
sacrificial giving to our parish. And may the
Holy Spirit lead us to reach out in love to others
in 2008, and lead seekers to find His Church, so
more people in our region and from around the
world will join us in singing, “We have seen the
true Light! We have received the heavenly Spirit!
We have found the true Faith! Worshipping the
undivided Trinity, Who has saved us.”

Yours in Christ,
Jonathan Jacobson
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MANY YEARS! FEBRUARY COFFEE
MANY CHEERS! HOUR SPONSORS

February 3- Andy Pololak

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

February 10- Dujmovic Family

2 Ursula Rjj February 17- Dn. Peter and Psa. Tanya
2 Forest Thola Danilchick

2 Elaine Devine February 24- Andrew and Natalie

5 Jacob I_\/Iarshqll ' Delmege

7 Susan Zimmerli Matelski

8 Cindy Cherpes March 2- Stephanie Kozemchak

14 Eugene Ephraim Huang
15 Salam Asihel

17 lleana Alim HOLY BREAD FOR FEBRUARY
19 George Codrea Jr.

20 Eleni Kallista Hanson
23 Agazit Asihel Victoria Cherpes
23  Mikey Gullette

23 Januarius Rodney Mowrey

23 George lvascu Speaking of Anniversaries...

25 Thomas Robertson
|
28 Marie Henson Save the Date!

28 Jonathan Jacobson Mark your calendar now! The St.
29 Paul Kozemchak Mary 20th Anniversary Dinner Dance
29 Paula Yuskavage & Silent Auction will be held Saturday

evening, October 4, 2008! Our
celebration will be held at the site of
last year’s successful event: the St.
. _ _ Luke Orthodox Church banquet hall
18  Christopher & Marilyn Marie in McLean, Virginia. Get ready to
Thomas “dance down the debt” and have a
great time helping the church!
Details will follow. To join the
SUBMISSION DEADLINE committee, contact Eleni or George
FOR NEXT ISSUE: Woglom at (703) 425-0834 or

JANUARY 20th! elenibw@yahoo.com.

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
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AROUND THE COFFEE URN

News, Updates, and more!

A.R.O.Y Saturday—February 23

Teens of the parish—come to our first
AROY Saturday of 2008! Join Father
David for a meeting at 4:00 p.m., and then
participate in a youth-led Vespers at 5:00
p-m. See Father David for more details!

Excellent Resource to Witness
to Spanish Speaking Seekers!

In response to requests for liturgical texts
in the Spanish language, the Diocese of
the South web site is creating a new
Spanish Liturgical text page. Music and
text for the Divine Liturgy will be the first
created with text and music for Vespers to
be added in the near future.

For many years The Dawn, the DOS
newspaper, had a regular section of
liturgical texts in Spanish prepared by
Archbishop Dmitri. Those pages will be
provided in pdf format and will be
announced as added.

For more information on liturgical texts in
Spanish please contact the Diocese of the
South. Permission to download and copy
for on commerical use is given by
Archbishop Dmitri.
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Adult Education Continues

This month Father David continues the
discussion series addressing Jesus Christ
and the Temple, by George Barrois. The
group is studying the historical development
of liturgy and worship from the earliest times
of the Old Testament to its culmination in the
ultimate sacrifice of Jesus Christ—and how
that worship has been transformed in the
New Testament. Particular attention is paid
to how Orthodox Christianity preserves the
quality and reverence of pre-Christian Jewish
practice while expressing the renewal of the
Spirit in the New Covenant. All sessions are
held at St. Mary’s on Wednesday evenings
following 7:00 P.M Vespers.

Teaching Assistants Needed
for Sunday School Programs

Educating our children is important to
developing strong Christian leaders in the
Orthodox faith. St. Mary’s is fortunate to
have the facilities and resources to provide a
sound Christian education program for our
youth! However, we also need to ensure that
we are providing a SAFE and
ACCOUNTABLE environment for the
students and teachers. We must have two
adults in every classroom to comply with the
codes of conduct of the Romanian Episcopate
and OCA guidelines. Due to the recent wave
of parishioner relocations, we are in need of
volunteers to be the secondary persons in
many of our classes in order to maintain this
policy. Please see Mrs. Marilyn Thomas or
Psa. Stephanie to help! If we are unable to
secure teaching assistants, classes will be
suspended.
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Preparing for College? The
Romanian Episcopate Offers
Scholarships!

(The following scholarships are available only to voting
members of the Romanian Episcopate. Please read the
qualifications carefully...)

ARFORA Undergraduate Scholarship
for Women

The ARFORA Undergraduate Scholarship for
Women was offered for the first time in 1994. Two
scholarships, each for $1000.00, will be awarded
to selected students who have successfully
completed their first year of an undergraduate
program.

REQUIREMENTS

1. The applicant must be a voting member of a
parish of The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of
America.

2. She must have successfully completed her first
year in an accredited university or college.

3. She must be registered in an accredited
undergraduate university or college for her next
year of study.

4. Three letters of recommendation must be
mailed sealed, directly to the attention of the
ARFORA Undergraduate Scholarship Committee
at the address listed below: one from the parish
priest, and two from individuals not related to the
applicant, attesting to her character.

5. A photograph must be included with the above
specified information.

6. A formal letter projecting the applicant’s plans,
including personal goals, projected use of degree,
church and community involvement, honors and
awards, shall constitute formal application.

This complete application must be in the hands of
the Committee by April 30.

Send request for application to:
ARFORA Undergraduate Scholarship
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c/o 222 Orchard Park Dr
New Castle PA 16105

William R Stanitz / AROY
Scholarship

In August of 1971, the Constantin J Stanitz family of
Chicago established a Scholarship Fund in memory of
their son, William Robert Stanitz, who met a
premature tragic death in California.

We are glad to inform the AROY membership that the
program will continue for this year, and at least two
scholarships of $1000.00 each will be offered for the
upcoming school year.

All applicants who meet the qualifications and submit
all of the necessary information will be eligible for the
scholarship, which is awarded by random drawing.
You may re-apply for the scholarship whether or not
you have previously received the award.

QUALIFICATIONS

To qualify for the scholarship, one must be:

a) an active AROY member

b) a graduate of high school

c) a college student or one who intends to enroll in a
school or college of university level.

APPLICATIONS

The application is comprised of:

a) a biographical history including family

b) educational background and grades

¢) AROY and Church activities

d) extra-curricular interests or achievements

e) reasons why applying for the scholarship

f) photograph

g) letter of recommendation from parish priest or
AROQY advisors regarding parish and AROY activities

Send your application materials to:

William R Stanitz / AROY Scholarship

The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America
PO Box 309

Grass Lake MI 49240-0309

DEADLINE

Deadline for applications is July 1. If you attach any
documents, use photocopies only.
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NATIONAL A.R.0.Y YOUTH RETREATS!

“WHAT GOD WANTS FOR YOU”

Weekend #1: Young Men Only Father David will be a presenter
WHEN: Friday, February 8th (arrival 4-8pm) to at the Young Men’s Retreat. He
Sunday, February 10th, 2008 (depart 2pm) will drive participants if another
WHERE: Heartland Retreat Center

adult will travel with him.
3201 CR 225

Marengo, OH 43334 (near Columbus, OH)

) - If interested in either event, please
COST: $75 (two night stay, includes all meals)

contact Father David for
registration materials and details.

Weekend #2: Young Ladies Only

WHEN: Friday, February 15th (arrival 4-8pm) to
Sunday, February 17th, 2008 (depart 2pm)
WHERE: Holy Dormition Romanian Orthodox Monastery (Mother Gabriella, Abess)
3389 Rives Eaton Rd.

Rives Junction, M| 49277

COST: $75 (two night stay, includes all meals)
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