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I had just about lost hope when my wiser and more intelligent wife discovered in the hidden recesses of the park, 

in an area that was new since the days when I had been a child in the Magic Kingdom, a place where there were more 
meet-and-greets going on. There, against all odds, we were told that Cinderella was now receiving visitors. The line 
wasn’t even all that bad, maybe half an hour, and Grace’s dream could be finally fulfilled. 

As I look back on it now, I am amazed at how much I became personally and emotionally invested in the 
experience of my three year old. When she finally got to come and sit with Cinderella, who so graciously called her “my 
Princess,” held her hand, hugged her, and taught her to properly curtsy, you could not put a price on the smile on my 
daughter’s face. Suddenly, like the fairy-tale that inspired it all, everything that seemed lost was suddenly made perfect. 
“Dreams do come true at the Magic Kingdom,” they say, and finally, I believed them.  

This June, my daughter’s birthday will fall on the same weekend as Father’s Day. I don’t mind being 
overshadowed. I’m sure most fathers don’t either. Our payoff comes when we see everything turn out right, even if just 
for a perfect, irreplaceable moment. On those days, we can sigh with relief, because we know that we did our job as 
Daddy and got it right for once (though in my case as usual my wife deserves the credit). But it also humbles me to think 
of God, who wishes us to think of Him as our Father, and how much more than us He must be long-suffering and of 
great goodness to put up with our impatience and stubbornness in the hopes that someday, His dream for us will come 
true and we will finally realize what it means to belong to His Kingdom. For unless we humble ourselves and become as 
little children, we will by no means enter therein. (Cf. Mt. 18:3) 

May God bless all of you Fathers, who were not too embarrassed to read this tale of mine, and are willing to 
admit to similar experiences of your own, with a wonderful Father’s Day but more importantly, a wonderful and 
Heavenly Father’s way. 
 
 
Letter from Christopher Thomas, Parish Council President  

While we have ended the Paschal season, the excellent work of our 
iconography team is helping to keep the spirit of Pascha alive in the Church.  As 
May ended the icon of the Crucifixion was mounted in the sanctuary.  Over the 
next months we will add icons of the Ascension and of Pentecost.   By September 
and the start of the new Church year we will be entering Phase II of our Icon 
Project and the addition of a prayer area and icons of many Saints of Orthodoxy.  I 
am sure you will agree that the icons are more inspirational then we could have 
imagined.  If you have not donated to the project please consider how you can help.  
As I have expressed before, the donation of an icon is a special opportunity.  It is 
your way of sharing your love for Christ with all those who in the future will attend 
services at St. Mary's.  Helping each of see a depiction of the saint of the day, the 
American saints, or the Church Fathers will help the words of the gospel come alive. 

As an early reminder, we are planning our annual Church Picnic for September 10.  Please add it to your 
calendars!   We are scheduled to be at Cherry Hill Park.  At the May Parish Council meeting there was a discussion 
of possible alternative locations for the picnic this year or in future years, if you have any ideas please talk to Lisa 
Robertson or Psa. Stephanie, who will be helping to coordinate the event.  

Father Deacon Peter and Tanya Danilchick have added many new children’s books, icons and adult education 
books to our book store.  Please stop by and check out the new material.  When Tanya is away on travel I am 
sometimes slow working my way to open the store.   If you would like to see anything in the bookstore or purchase 
an item just let me know... 

Father David completed a very busy Great Lent and Pascha and will be continuing his rapid pace by traveling 
with the youth team for Project Mexico and attending the Episcopate Congress.  Please take the opportunity to let 
Psa. Stephanie and Father David how blessed we feel to have their leadership and guidance.  As Father told us at the 
leadership meeting, our Priest and his family need our support, our prayers, and our efforts to include them into our 
lives.  As Father is traveling ask Psa. Stephanie how you might help her during her first summer in Washington. 
In Christ,  Christopher Thomas, Parish Council President 
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BACK BY POPULAR SUPPLY! 
 
2ND Collection for Sgt. Nathaniel Woodill 
SUPPORT THE TROOPS! 
 
Thank you for your generous support donating snacks 
and other items for shipment to Sgt. Nathaniel Woodill.  
In April our community shipped over 85 lbs. of goodies!  
As you may know, Sgt. Nathaniel is the son of Father 
Joseph and Matushka Charlotte Woodill, and serves on 
the front lines of Iraq.  Many of you expressed an 
interest to continue supporting Sgt. Woodill and his 
fellow soldiers, and we have already begun receiving 
items for a second shipment.  Let us continue our 
expression of love and support to Sgt. Nathaniel as we 
pray for his safety. 
 
COLLECTION DATES:  Now through July 2. 
 
COLLECTION BOX LOCATION:   Fellowship Hall 
 
SAMPLE ITEMS/DONATIONS:  
 
Note:  All food items must be individually wrapped or 
packaged; no homemade items; no chocolate other than 
M&Ms; no bulk sizes – individual/personal only. 
  
• Cash donations to cover shipping 
• Travel size toiletries – shampoo, toothpaste, hand 

sanitizer, toilet tissue, baby wipes (for washing 
without water) 

• New or used DVDs and CDs 
• Crossword puzzles, paperback books 
• Gatorade powder/Crystal Lite 
• Instant cameras 
• New washcloths 
• Lunchables, sardines 
• Raimen noodles 
• Protein and granola bars, trail mix 
• Pretzels/potato chips 
• Instant cereals 
• Beef jerky 
• Gum 
• Fruit bars 
• Oreo cookies (individual size please) 
• Trail mix, sunflower seeds 
 
Point of contact:  John Ziu, (703) 764-0769, 
john.ziu@verizon.net 

 

The Buzz on Coffee Hour 

 
     As some of you may know, Father David took the time 
following Divine Liturgy to encourage our faithful to sponsor 
one of the most important ministries in our parish… Coffee 
Hour.  It is sad to say that in most parishes however, 
parishioners would rather get a root canal than host a 
ministry that plays an important role in the health of our 
parish.  Why?  Everyone has excuses, but most commonly, 
fear.  Why should a person be fearful?  Because people’s 
love for food and drink is a passion most of us share, 
whether we love to make it or eat it.  Nobody wants to 
disappoint.  Making coffee alone is a jittery task, and not 
because of caffeine!  How much coffee does one make?  
How do we make it?  Where are all of the supplies?  Once 
the coffee is made, there is the question of what kind of 
food to serve and how much.  It’s a lot to worry about!  I 
must admit, St. Mary’s puts on quite the spread compared 
to most parishes I’ve been to, and I certainly don’t mind us 
to keep up the reputation.  However, it has also come to my 
attention that some people may not be the best appetizer 
maker (such as myself) or need convenience and would 
prefer to bring Dunkin Donuts. Why am I making such a big 
deal about this?  Because I would like to bring back to 
focus what really makes coffee hour great… the heart.  To 
sponsor coffee hour is a ministry of love to fellow 
parishioners.  After a morning of fasting and partaking of 
the Body of Christ, it is only right to break bread with each 
other while offering an environment that facilitates people 
getting together to laugh, cry, play, and love together.  It 
does not matter that one person’s offering may have come 
out of a fancy cookbook while another’s is out of drive-thru.  
All of us do what we can to bring us closer together in the 
spirit of Christ.  Please remember the next time when you 
get in line to grab the grub, please thank the sponsor for 
nourishing your body.  Remember to sponsor coffee hour 
out of the spirit of love, not obligation.  ~ Psa. Stephanie 
 
Coffee Hour Sponsors 
June 4:  Dorina Maxim 
June 11:  Lisa Jones, Renee Lerner 
June 18:  Psa. Stephanie (IHO Grace’s Birthday) 
June 25:  Victoria Cherpes, Cindy Cherpes 
July 2:  Libby Hall, Aurora Rizzo, Betsy Berry (Lenten)  
July 9:  Michaela Duta, Anne Wright, Dsa. Tanya Danilchick



mailto:Psastephanie@stmaryorthodox.org


Parishioner Updates 
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+ Our brother in Christ, Col. George Codrea, fell asleep 
in the Lord on Saturday, May 20th. He passed away 
peacefully in his sleep after a period of deteriorating 
health. Final internment will be at Arlington National 
Cemetery with full military honors on Wednesday, July 
19th at 10:30 a.m. May God bless and comfort Martha 
and the entire Codrea family at this time, and may 
George's memory be eternal. 
 
+ Julia Kathryn Yuskavage, the daughter of Robert 
Yuskavage and Paula Yuskavage and a member of St. 
Mary’s, graduated from James Madison University on 
May 6, 2006, with a Bachelor of Science degree in 
dietetics.  At James Madison, Julia was active in the 
dietetics club and the campus Orthodox fellowship, and 
she participated in several volunteer activities on 
campus and in the Harrisonburg, VA area.  She also 
earned membership in the National Society of Collegiate 
Scholars, a national honor society.  Julia plans to attend 
graduate school at Virginia Tech this fall to start work 
on a master’s degree in nutrition science.  This summer 
she will work in Blacksburg, VA, as a Virginia Tech 
research assistant, and will conduct research related to 
diabetes. 
 
+ Mina Coleman’s daughter, Sophia, was baptized on 
May 28th in Bulgaria.  Many Years! 
 
+ Marian Bogdan Maxim has graduated from John F. 
Kennedy High School in Silver Spring.  
Congratulations, and Many Years! 
 
 
 

June Birthdays  
 
1 Amanda Herman  
3 Psa Stephanie Subu 
5 Elaine Ivascu 
6 Michael Gullette Sr. 
8 Jonathan Chaves 
11 Gemma Phelps 
14 John Michael Dujmovic 
16 Chris Kozemchak 
17 Grace Subu 
18 Julia Yuskavage 
18        Alexander Woglom 
18 Daniel Martin Jacobson 
23 Mark Cherpes 
24 Stephen Zimmerli 
24 Rachel Marie Jacobson 
28 Martha Codrea 
 
June Anniversaries 
 
17 Armand & Tina Scala 

 
June Saints’ Name Days 
 

29 St. Peter and Paul: Protodeacon Peter Danilchick 
 
Please send any corrections or omissions to 
updates@stmaryorthodox.org.  We particularly need 
parishioners’ Saints’ Name Days as our list is incomplete. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The next Women’s Bible Study will be on Tuesday, 
June 13th, 7:30 pm at Eleni Woglom’s house.  We 
will be discussing the 6th chapter of the book of 
Romans.  If you need directions to Eleni’s home, her 
phone number is (703) 425-0834.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend!

St. Mary’s Annual Rummage Sale 
Saturday, June 10th, 9 am - 3 pm Rain or Shine 

The Ladies’ Guild would appreciate donations of good quality clothes (clean, no holes or stains, no 
shoes or underclothes), housewares, working appliances & electronics, furniture, toys (no missing 
pieces), books, videos, etc.   In-season clothes (spring and summer) tend to sell better than out-of-

season clothes.  Please, no car seats or cribs.   
Items that you wish to donate may be brought starting the Sunday before the sale. We also need 
volunteers to sort items before the sale, work on the sale day, and help clean up and haul unsold 

items to a local charity after the sale.  Thanks for your support of this effort!  Questions?  Call Sarah 
Zimmerli at (703) 978-5425. 
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