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The Cross is the mark of the Christian. "The Lord 

said: 'If anyone wishes to come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me.'" (Mark 8:34)  
This is, as Jesus’ disciples must have noted frequently, is a 
“hard saying”.  It is not easy to deny oneself -- one would 
rather “naturally” affirm and congratulate oneself.  Yet 
even much more difficult is it to follow the humble, self-
emptying Way of Christ.  But if we are really Christians, 
this is what we are called by the Lord to do. 

The Cross is the judgment of this world.  St. Paul: 
"Far be it for me to glory except in the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, 
and I to the world" (Galatians 6:14) Fr Alexander 
Schmemann explains the meaning of "crucified to me" as 
the world being revealed as fallen, as having killed the 
Lord's Anointed, and yet as the object of God's infinite 
love, "Jesus came for the life of the world"…  "and I to the 
world" signifies that only through me can the Cross of 

Christ have power in the world ...through my actions, my words, my life.  [Of Water And The Spirit (pp. 
86-94)] 

To make the Sign of the Cross is simple yet ultimately serious. When we touch our forehead, our 
chest, our right shoulder and our left shoulder, we witness to our taking up the Cross and vow that every 
power of our mind, heart and strength will be dedicated to God's service so that we may truly be His Body 
in this world. 

Every day of our life, when we first wake up in the morning, we make the Sign of the Cross saying 
"In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit" asking thereby that everything we do during this day is 
done in the Lord's Name. We sign ourselves with the Cross at any time of the day when we need His help -
- driving in the car, sitting down to work, to eat, when we go to sleep, and especially whenever we need a 
reminder of His Lordship and His Victory.  In this way, we remember Jesus' words on the night he was 
crucified: "In the world you have tribulation, but take courage, I have overcome the world." (John 16:33) 
-- Protodeacon Peter Danilchick 
 
The next St. Luke's Iconographers Guild meeting will be on Saturday, September 17 at 1:30 p.m. at 
St. Mary's.  We will be talking about the success of our Summer Institute icon classes as well as 
planning our upcoming 2006 calendar.  Anyone interested in iconography (who is Eastern 
Orthodox) or is an iconography student can attend our meeting and possibly join!   If you have any 
questions, please call Nadine Thola at 703-660-6782.  
  
____________________________________________________________________________ 

The Choir needs YOU! 
St Mary’s Choir is in need of more members, and especially seeks more sopranos.  Do 

you enjoy singing?  Can you carry a tune? Please contact Derek Power (703-450-2729) 
for more information about serving in this vital ministry of the church. 
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Letter from Jeff Beranek, Parish Council President 
 

On Monday I received a phone call from Father George Treff, of St. George the Great Martyr Orthodox Church in 
Canton, Ohio.  He was calling at the suggestion of His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, and will be visiting our parish this 
weekend as a candidate for the position of parish priest.  Fr. George has served as parish priest at St. George for 10 years, 
and has been a priest for 27 years.  He and Psa. Paula have four children, though only the youngest (Christopher, 8) is still 
at home.  As I write this, the schedule for this weekend is still tentative (though by the time you read this, it will have been 
decided upon, and an email sent to everyone on the parish mail list), but Fr. George will definitely serve Matins and 
Liturgy on Sunday, September 4.  I know we all are as eager and curious to meet Fr. George as he is to meet us.   

In other news, I’ve received expressions of interest in the choir director position from two people, one of whom is 
parishioner (and choir member) Derek Power.  The other is Reader Alexander Woodill, who is Fr. Joseph Woodill’s 
youngest son.  Both candidates have relevant musical background:  Derek recently graduated from the College of  William 
and Mary with a degree in music, and Alex Woodill has directed for several years, including at St. Nicholas Cathedral.  It 
may be premature (or even unlucky) to say so, but I’m thus hopeful that this long-standing vacancy may soon be filled. 

Our Church’s patronal feast is October 1, which falls on a Saturday this year.  Past liturgies on this day have been 
rather sparsely attended – indeed, one year I believe I was the entire congregation - but I anticipate that a weekend date 
may allow more people to attend.  With this in mind, I’ve asked Eleni Woglom to help me plan a luncheon for after liturgy 
on that day.  Details will be forthcoming, but for now, save the date! 

Please remember to bring school supplies for The Reading Connection for their ‘back to school’ bags.  This charity 
is a favorite of Parish Librarian Susan Kumbera, who has coordinated it for the last eight years, and who as you know has 
been very ill these last few weeks.  I ask you to remember her in your prayers, and also by donating generously to this 
worthy cause, which is dedicated to bringing books and a lifelong love of reading to children in housing crises.  

I bring your attention to the information, elsewhere in this bulletin, about the Religious Education Seminar 
offered by St. George Orthodox Church in Bethesda on October 1.  Although this coincides with our church’s feast day (and 
hence I’d prefer to see you HERE, rather than there!), on the previous evening the Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos, Director of 
Religious Education for the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America will be speaking.  I heard Fr. Frank speak last year at 
this seminar, on “Slaying the Dragon of Inaction,” and came away very impressed. I’ll definitely be attending this year as 
well, and hope to see many of you there. 
 
-Jeff Beranek, Parish Council President 
 
 
Highlights of the August 8th Parish Council Meeting 

 
• Called to order at 7:37 pm; adjourned at 10:03 pm.  Present were Protodeacon Peter 
Danilchick [ex officio], Jeff Beranek, Anna Caraveli, Dimitru Carstea [ex officio], Joe 
Cox, Tanya Danilchick, Nick Dujmovic, Marie Ficken, Jon Jacobson, Joe Kumbera, 
Nicholas Masick, Elaine Papp, Marshall Standifer, Chris Thomas, Sarah Zimmerli, and 
John Ziu.  Also present was Georgia Kazakis 
• Joe Cox provided the Treasurer’s Report, and noted that weekly contributions are 
still down compared to last year.  Also, we have spent approximately $19,500 for repairs 
to the two rental properties this year.  This is almost four times the $5,000 originally 
budgeted.  As part of the Treasurer's report, Joe also provided additional information on the question of tax liability.  Joe will continue 
to gather information on this subject. 
• The icon committee is finalizing the details for the fundraising.  They plan to kick off the effort after Labor Day.  The phases of 
the iconography may be rearranged - specifically, the arched icons will be done earlier in the overall project. 
• Sarah Zimmerli arranged for a sales representative from Thompson Creek Window Company to demonstrate their products.  He 
also explained the details of how their product would be installed in our Sanctuary.  The council authorized Sarah to proceed with the 
purchase from Thompson Creek Window Company of new windows for the Sanctuary.  The cost is not to exceed $18,000. 
• Paving repairs, sealing, and re-striping of the parking lot are scheduled for September.  Marshall Standifer will solicit bids to paint 
the Sanctuary in preparation for the iconography.  He will also get bids on the exterior painting and re-varnishing of the cross. 
• Elaine Papp discussed recent developments about the Choir Director.  Mr. Derek Power, a current member of the choir, has 
indicated his interest in applying for the position. 
• The annual parish picnic is scheduled for after liturgy on September 11 at Cherry Hill Park in Falls Church. 
• Carol Wolf created a set of camouflage vestments for Fr. Alexander as a gift.  However, she allowed the Parish Council to present 
the vestments to Fr Alexander at the farewell luncheon.  She asked the Council to donate the cost of materials to the OCMC in behalf 
of Fr. Steven Close, to support his mission trip to Tanzania.  Because of the delay between the luncheon and this Council meeting, Ms 
Wolf had already sent a personal check for $165 to OCMC.  The council voted to reimburse Ms. Wolf for this amount, and in addition 
expressed thanks to her for an outstanding effort on the vestments. 
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Protection of the Holy Mother of God 

Orthodox Church 
Orthodox Church in America 

7223 Roosevelt Avenue, Falls Church, VA 22042 
 

 

Church School Registration Form 
2005-2006 

 
 
Please complete the following and return it to a member of the church school faculty no later than the 
first day of class (September 18, 2005).  Please fill out form completely. 
 
 
Child’s name_________________________________________ Date of birth _________________ 
 
 
Address_________________________________________________ Phone__________________ 
 
 
Day school attended_________________________________________ Grade in school_________ 

 
 

Parent’s name(s)__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
E-mail address____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Child’s patron saint & feast day (both, please) ___________________________________________ 
 
 
Where was child baptized/chrismated?_________________________________________________ 
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Parishioner Updates  
15 Melissa Koltos  
17 Chrisa Bowser  • Michelle Bahumian will be attending St 

Vladimir’s Seminary and Matthew 
Simington will be attending Holy Cross 
Seminary in the Fall.  Best wishes to our 
newest seminarians! 

18 John Grecco 
18 Kristen Parkinson 
21 Matt Ivivic 
23 Eva Marie Beranek 

 26 Steven Hojnicki 
Anything interesting, exciting, or noteworthy happening in 
your life or your family’s that you would like to share?  Send 
an email to Lori Jacobson at lori.herold@verizon.net. 

26 Andrew Webster 
29 Winston James Miroy 
  
September Anniversaries September Birthdays 
  
3 Robert & Paula Yuskavage 1 David Cheplick 
4 George & Martha Codrea 2 Heathryn Alethia Berry 
11 Stephen & Stephanie Zimmerli 6 Derek Fedya Power 
14 Joe & Susan Kumbera 8 Katherine Miroy 
29 Sean & Kristen Parkinson 10 Rachel Hojnicki 

 
 

Reading Connection Back to School Supply Drive: Please remember our annual drive to collect 
school supplies for The Reading Connection’s “Back to School” bags.  Place donations in the box on 
the narthex, or in the one in the Fellowship Hall.  Judy Hijikata of TRC says that the hardest things to 
come across in donations are the scribble pads (or tablets of half lined, half blank sheets for primary 
graders), the chunky markers and crayons for young children, and scissors. 

 
 
 
 
 

The Greek Orthodox Church of Saint George 
7701 Bradley Blvd, Bethesda, Maryland 20817 

Tel 301-469-7990  �  Fax 301-469-5945   
www.stgeorge.org 

 
Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Frank Marangos 

 
   LEADERSHIP SEMINAR  RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SEMINAR 
   Friday, September 30  Saturday, October 1   
   7:00pm — 9:00pm  9:00am — 4:00pm 
    No Admission Fee  Donation $15 
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E-mail from Father Alexander
During the exeedingly long 23-hour trip from BWI Airport to Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 

the government contract plane made three intermediate stops for refueling and/or crew 
changes.  The penultimate stop was Incerlik (U.S. Air Base), Turkey.  I must confess that it 
was momentarily jarring to see the Turkish flag flying over the terminal as the plane taxied 
on the tarmac.  That territory (northeastern Asia Minor) was once an integral part of the 
Byzantine Empire, before the Ottoman Turks conquered it in the eleventh century AD.   

It's also amazing how significant the rank of full colonel is when it comes to military 
travel.  In addition to the DV ("Distinguished Visitor") lounge at  BWI, where I was able to 
relax for several hours before the initial flight, I was ushered to similar DV lounges at Rein 
Main AFB in Germany and Incerlik AFB in Turkey - indeed, I was called by name ("Colonel 
Webster") to deplane first and to return to the plane ahead of everyone else each time. 
 Apparently I was the only 0-6 (or GS15 / GM15 equivalent for civilians) on the flight.  As a 
chaplain, I find the whole affair a bit embarrassing - but as a 19-year veteran of infantry 
road marches, frozen nights in Korea, and miserable field conditions year after year, I'm no 
longer determined to eschew such special treatment.  As they say, RHIP (“rank has its 
privileges"), and the military certainly respects its full colonels. 

Before entering Afghanistan, however, we had to terminate the civilian contract 
flight in the little country of Kyrgyzstan, the primary launching site for direct flights into Bagram AFB near Kabul.  That veritable detour, 
following a change in my flight schedule while I was preparing for the combat environment for two weeks at Ft. Bliss, Texas, cost me a 
total of five days "in country," as they say, during my initial 29-day TDY ("temporary duty") as Orthodox Theatre Asset.  It's a long story 
(which I'll try to convey later), but I finally arrived in Afghanistan last night at 2200 hrs local time on 11 August - in the jump seat of the 
cockpit of a massive C-17 aircraft at the invitation of the crew!  It was a truly awesome journey, especially at night with the approach to 
Bagram AFB under tactical conditions (subdued lights, flak vests, night vision goggles, etc.).  After a reasonably uninterrupted and 
adequate night's sleep, I had only one full calendar day remaining in Afghanistan before leaving this country for points east.  The senior 
U.S. Army chaplains in this region concluded that my limited time in theatre this time would be better devoted to the more pressing 
spiritual needs of the troops serving the cause of Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF). 

So I celebrated my first Orthodox divine liturgy ("mass") in southwest Asia today in the chapel at Bagram AFB.  Attendance 
was sparse, despite the best efforts of the command chaplain section here during the last few days to publicize the opportunity among 
the various sub-commands and the international communities (Egyptian-run hospital, allied forces in the coalition, etc.)  One Romanian 
officer whom I chanced upon earlier this morning in the corridor outside the command chaplain's office in the Joint Operations Center 
(JOC), and whom I personally recruited for the liturgy, did manage to take the time to attend.  A photograph of that captain in the 
Romanian Army uniform and myself (in the desert camouflage Orthodox liturgical vestments prepared by Carol Wolf) will, I hope, prove 
good enough (via the digital camera that the St. Mary Orthodox Church youth group gave me as a farewell gift) for publication in the 
monthly magazine of the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America.  A longer, more comprehensive visit to Afghanistan as the main 
effort of my special mission to southwest Asia will have to be deferred until my next TDY trip in December-January for the great feasts 
of the Nativity our Lord ("Christmas") and Theophany ("Epiphany"). 

As I write this e-mail, I'm waiting until the wee hours of the morning for my flights to Kuwait and Iraq.  The next phase of this 
whirlwind mission to the Orthodox troops in harm's way will truly take me into the eye of the (desert) storm.  I feel more blessed than 
ever to have this unique opportunity to provide the Holy Mysteries of Confession & Eucharist (and even a scheduled baptism and 
chrismation/conversion) to our virtuous warriors and the courageous civilians working for the cause of liberty and justice for all and our 
own homeland security. 

-CH (COL) Alexander F. C. Webster, USAR 
 
 

The Saint Juliana's Ladies Guild will be meeting after Divine Liturgy on September 
4, 2005 in the room downstairs by the Sunday School.  We will be planning a 
retreat for the women of St Mary's for the Fall, the Lenten Soup Luncheon and a 
fund raiser for the ARFORA.  We also need to discuss the possibility of the ladies 
taking on a project to beautify the space in front of the Pastor's office and the 
church hall as well as a cleaning project to thoroughly clean the pastor's office 
soon, before the new priest comes!  Please join the woman of the parish in 
planning our Fall quarter and early Winter activities. 
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