
Letter from Jeff Beranek, Parish Council President 
 
“He who lives must be prepared for change”.  So wrote the German author Goethe, and so I quoted him in my letter of 
several months past.  The words are true enough, I suppose – but even so, there comes a time when even the liveliest 
among us must think “Enough’s enough!”  I am sure all of you are as surprised as I was to learn of Fr. Alexander’s 
resignation as the priest at St. Mary’s (though ‘surprise’ rather understates how I felt).  Fr. Alexander has been the priest 
here since Protection of the Holy Mother of God Parish has BEEN a parish, over seventeen years, and choosing his 
successor is an intimidating task – in some small way I can now empathize with the College of Cardinals who had to 
choose the Pope to succeed the late John Paul II.  I personally will miss Father’s excellent sermons, which impressed me 
from my very first visit to St. Mary’s back in June of 1997.  Not only were they cogent and insightful, but I often had the 
experience that a question that had been concerning me or which had been in my thoughts during the previous weeks 
would be the topic of Father’s sermon on Sunday.   However, our next priest, whoever he may be, will also have gifts – 
different ones, perhaps – that we will be blessed to receive and share.  And finally, there is much consolation in the fact 
that our parish’s loss is our troops’ gain.  We will be saying goodbye to Father at coffee hour on Sunday June 12, which is 
Father’s last Sunday, as well as at a more elaborate lunch tentatively scheduled for July 10, details of which will be 
forthcoming. 
 
The choice of our next priest ultimately is the responsibility and prerogative of His Eminence Archbishop Nathaniel, of 
course, but we anticipate a certain conciliarity in how this decision is accomplished.  In aid of this, a committee consisting 
of myself, Protodeacon Peter, Vice President Chris Thomas, Treasurer Joe Cox, Ladies’ Guild President Elaine Papp and 
Reader Steven Miroy will work to put together some suggestions on the remuneration package which will be submitted 
for your approval at the special parish assembly after liturgy on June 26.  Those specifics will depend on the profile of the 
kind of priest we may prefer.  His Eminence welcomes the names and contact information of prospective candidates from 
anyone in the parish. 
 
I ask for your suggestions, your comments, and of course, your prayers, as we begin to try to discern God’s will for us in 
this watershed event in our parish’s history. 
 
Jeff Beranek 
 
Highlights of May 5th Parish Council Meeting 
 

• Called to order at 7:37 pm; adjourned at 9:40.  Present were Fr Alexander F.C. Webster [ex officio], Protodeacon Peter 
Danilchick [ex officio], Jeff Beranek, Anna Caraveli; Perry Cherpes, Tanya Danilchick, Nick Dujmovic, Marie Ficken, Jon 
Jacobson, Stephanie Kozemchak, Nicholas Masick, Marshall Standifer, Chris Thomas, Sarah Zimmerli, and John Ziu. 

• Attendance at the various Lenten and Holy Week services was either the same or slightly less than last year’s. 
• After some discussion, the group agreed we need to pursue some solution to the flooding of the basement in the rental 

property.  Marshall will contact some firms recommended by other Council members. In addition, Sarah Zimmerli obtained 
estimates on several items that need attention: 
 Clean, re-secure, and install screens on gutters around the sanctuary; $525. 
 Re-roof the “old” rental property (behind the church); $4,195. 
 Replace gutters, replace shingles and flashing, and install gutter screens on “new” rental property; $1,385. 

The council authorized funds for these repairs not to exceed $7,000. 
• To facilitate the council being able to meet all the choir director candidates, the council moved to pay the travel costs for all 

three, plus some money for expenses. 
• Fr. Alexander summarized Archbishop Nathaniel’s position on the icon project.  His Eminence approved the fundraising 

campaign, with four conditions: 
 All icons should be done in egg tempera. 
 Additional arched icons in thematic groups with less wasted space between the icons, making a total of 38, instead of the 

27 originally envisioned. 
 The final proposal must include the specific saints; the donors cannot select the saints after the first phase of the project 

has already begun. 
 We must paint the walls and ceiling in cobalt blue before the first icon is put into place. 

 
Fr Alexander stated the Archbishop will not yield on the last three of these conditions; the first is not negotiable.  The council 
determined that Fr. Alexander would (1) solicit input from parishioners about which saints they would like to see depicted on 



the arched icons, and if they were interested in pledging the cost of any such icons proposed;  (2) ask the Archbishop if the 
painting of the ceiling could be delayed until the last phase; and (3) indicate to His Eminence that we prefer the use of acrylic 
paint rather than egg tempera, as use of the latter would greatly reduce Nadine Thola’s role as she is allergic to eggs. 

 
• Fr. Alexander proposed one new member; Cheryl Ann Saunders, who was approved.  Fr. Alexander also mentioned that 

James Thomas (Roxanne Thomas’s son) is now 18 years old and therefore an adult member. 
 

Highlights of May 24th Special Parish Council Meeting 
 

• Called to order at 7:37 pm; adjourned at 9:36 pm.  Present were Fr Alexander F.C. Webster [ex officio], Protodeacon Peter 
Danilchick [ex officio], Jeff Beranek, Anna Caraveli, Dr. Dumitru Carstea [ex officio], Perry Cherpes, Joe Cox, Tanya 
Danilchick, Nick Dujmovic, Marie Ficken, Jon Jacobson, Stephanie Kozemchak, Joe Kumbera, Nicholas Masick, Elaine Papp, 
Kristen Parkinson, Marshall Standifer, Chris Thomas, Sarah Zimmerli, and John Ziu.  Also present were Stephen Berg, 
Eugene Huang and Nadine Thola. 

• Three candidates for the position of permanent choir director were approved for interviews; however, one of the candidates, 
John McKay, withdraw before the first interview weekend, and a second, Valerie Yova, withdrew from consideration after her 
interview weekend and prior to the council meeting.  Consequently the council moved that Fr. Alexander offer Andrew Moulton 
the position, subject to the following constraints: 

 $8,000 per year to direct the choir for one year with three Sundays for vacation, beginning when Mr. Moulton starts in 
the position. 

 The contract would include a presumptive renewal for each additional year after the first subject to mutual 
agreement. 

 The parish budget for 2006 will revisit the salary with a possible increase for the 2006 calendar year. 
• Pursuant to mobilization orders calling him to active duty as a U.S. Army chaplain for at least one year (and probably two), Fr. 

Alexander announced his resignation as parish priest, effective possibly June 12, with the final date still to be determined.  
Diocese by-laws require a special parish assembly within 30 days to determine a remuneration package to be offered to the 
next parish priest.  That meeting has been scheduled for June 26, following the Liturgy.  The Archbishop will appoint the new 
priest, but we anticipate some level of dialogue between the parish and His Eminence.  Protodeacon Peter suggested that the 
Council form a committee to prepare a proposal to the assembly including the specifics of the remuneration package and the 
preferred profile of Fr. Alexander’s successor.  That committee consists of Council President Jeff Beranek, Protodeacon Peter, 
Council Vice President Chris Thomas, Council Treasurer Joe Cox, Ladies Guild President Elaine Papp and Reader Steven 
Miroy. 

• Iconography project:   
The outstanding issues raised by Archbishop Nathaniel appear to have been concluded satisfactorily: 

 All the saints for 38 arched icons are now identified. 
 The Archbishop agreed to allow us to delay painting of the ceiling until we are prepared to complete that phase of the 

effort. 
 The requirement for “cobalt blue” is now more defined.  The required color is quite similar to the medium blue at the 

base of the walls in the sanctuary. 
The maximum cost of the project, including ceiling icons, is estimated to be $171,000, not including all materials; various 
options for the ceiling icons could reduce that cost to $150,000-$160,000. 

 

Special Parish Assembly June 26 
 
As directed by the by-laws of the Romanian Episcopate, the parish council has called a 
Special Parish Assembly following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, June 26, for the sole 
purpose of determining a remuneration package for Fr. Alexander’s successor as parish 
priest. All Orthodox parishioners who have been members of this congregation for at least 
six months are entitled (and obviously encouraged) to attend and to vote on any 
resolution that may be proposed. 

 
 



HOLINESS - CALLED TO BE SAINTS 
By Protodeacon Peter Danilchick 
 
“And there appeared to them tongues as of fire…resting on each one of them ….and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 
2:3-4).  Our own Chrismation, at which we were anointed with the “seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit”, was our own personal 
participation in the Great Feast of Pentecost.  Our vocation is no less awesome than that given to the apostles on that day almost two 
thousand years ago, to be holy, to be saints. 
  
God has called His people and His community to be holy.  We read in Exodus 19: "The Lord called to Moses and said: ' If you will 
obey my voice and my covenant, you shall be my own possession among all peoples; for all the earth is mine, and you shall be to me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation'."  The Apostle Peter echoes this in his First Epistle: "As He who called you is holy, be holy 
yourselves in all your conduct; since it is written, 'You shall be holy, as I am holy'." Holiness (Greek agiasmos) implies separation and 
consecration to God.  Separation means to be claimed by God, to be set apart, to acknowledge Him as the Lord and Master of my life, 
to see Him as the base and ground of my existence.  Consecration means to be pledged to God's service of love, with all our strength, 
all our mind and heart, which means all our emotions, feelings, thoughts, actions -- all for His work in the world.  Each newly baptized 
and chrismated Orthodox Christian is tonsured, the symbol of obedience and sacrifice.  
 
All Christians are called to be saints; not just an extraordinary few.  St. Paul 
addresses his epistles to "the saints" who are at Ephesus / Colossae / etc.  Who 
were these saints?  St. John Chrysostom said that these were neither monks nor 
clerics but rather husbands, wives, children and household servants.  He scolded 
the world of his time (late 4th century) with the words: "Think how great is the 
indolence that possesses us now, how rare is anything like virtue now and how 
great the abundance of virtuous men must have been then, when even secular 
men could be called 'saints and faithful'." 
 
In our chrismation, we receive the triple vocation: King, Priest and Prophet.  St. 
Macarius of Egypt declared: "Christianity is not at all something mediocre; it is 
a great mystery.  Meditate on your own nobility... By the anointing, all have 
become kings, priests and prophets of the heavenly mysteries." St Peter again 
sets forth the triple vocation: "You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, God's own people, that you may declare the wonderful deeds of him 
who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. (1 Peter 2: 9)  What do 
these titles mean in the Christian perspective? "King"-- to love and be 
benefactor of those under one's power, to exercise dominion according to God's 
will, to be master over one's own passions and energies.  "Priest"-- to glorify 
God, to give thanks, to intercede for others, to offer all to God and to receive it 
back from His hands as Gift, to make our life worship and liturgy.  "Prophet"-- 
to clearly discern the truth and the will of God, to hear His word and to be the 
voice of God, His witness in the world. To see with God's eyes -- as St. 
Theophylactus said: "prophet, because he sees what eye has not seen." 
 
The "marks" of the spiritual person  are (per Paul Evdokimov, a French Orthodox theologian) – 
 To be a person of prayer, one who sums up one's life in the words of the Psalm: "I will sing praises to my God while I live."   
 To live one's faith simply, in humility, tenderness and love.   
 To be a witness to God, not necessarily in a spectacular way.   
 To say "no" to evil.  
 To be an intercessor, praying for the Church, the people, all who suffer.   

 
"The universe is an immense cathedral in which man is the priest of his life whether he be workman or scholar -- and who makes of 
everything a human offering, a hymn, a doxology." 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Books for Children 
 

The Church encourages new parents to name their children after a saint, often after one whose Name's Day falls in 
proximity to the birth of the child.  Another way of naming a child can be in honor of a particular saint whose life has special 
meaning for the parents.  We are all encouraged to learn about the life of our patron saint in order to emulate their good works 
and holy lives. 

The church bookstore will be carrying several books for both children and adults on the lives of various saints.  Icons of 
saints can be special ordered quickly and easily.  Prayer books for children are now also available in the bookstore, including the 
Guardian Angel, an illustrated book of the Liturgy for children. -Dsa. Tanya Danilchick



Ladies Guild Rummage Sale 
 
The St. Juliana Ladies Guild will hold their annual 
rummage sale on Saturday, June 11, from 9 am to 
3 pm.  Both items to sell, and volunteers to sell 
them, are needed!  Please drop off any items on 
Saturday morning June 4, Sunday June 5 or any day 
during the week of June 5 after 6:00  pm.  In 
addition, volunteers are needed to help sort the 
items on  Wednesday evening June 8 or Friday 
evening June 10.  Volunteers are needed to help 
with the sale, too.  The Ladies Guild will be pleased 
to accept your donations of clothing in good repair 
(especially children's summer clothes),  household 
items, and furniture.  NO shoes please -- they 
don't sell.  To volunteer, or for more information 
contact Elaine Papp at seashine@cox.net. 
 
AROY Walks for Cancer Society 
 
The newly re-organized chapter of AROY participated in 
the Woodbridge Rally for Life to support the American 
Cancer Society.  Attending were adults Steve and Kathy 
Miroy, along with Heathryn Berry, Morgan , Anna Rij, 
Jerry Rij, Ginger Miroy, Winston Miroy and Philipp 
Miroy.  A sleepover was held in the church fellowship on 
Friday night May 21, 2005 and at 10 a.m. Saturday we set 
up a 24 hour presence at Forest Park High School in 
Woodbridge.  The weather was sunny and a nice surprise 
after Friday's heavy rain.  Kudos to Heathryn who must 
have logged 25 miles! -Kathy Miroy 

 
Children’s Choir 
 
Congratulations to all those who helped lead our 
congregation in the sacrament of Holy Unction.  As Mrs. 
Gullette said, you all sounded great and "adorable"!  We 
got a lot of practice singing "Lord Have Mercy", 
"Alleluia", and "Glory to Thee O Lord" during that 
service, with seven Gospel and Epistle readings!  
 
The following children should get a big hug for singing 
with the group during the service: 
 
Megan Lowther 
Daniel, Sarah, and Rachel Jacobson 
Natalya Beranek 
Matthew and Ian Homsy 
James Woglom 
Alice and Junior Kass 
 
I'm hoping to find other more regular opportunities for 
us to sing.  But, in the meantime, remember that 
everyone will be singing "Christ is Risen" a whole lot 
until Pentecost! 
 
Thanks, 
 
Mike Gullette 
 

  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Summer Institute of Iconography 
 

The classes listed below will be held at St. Mary’s church. Please support our guild. Part of the 
class tuition goes to St. Mary’s.  The forms for classes are in the church hall. See other classes 
that are offered too.  For more information, see or contact Nadine Thola at 703-660-6782 or 
Inkspots@cox.net .  
 
SI0503 Kids Metal/Scratchboard Icon Kalvesmaki/Thola      July 23, 10:00–noon Ages 6 and up  
SI0505 Glass Icon: Theotokos or St. Nicholas Thola         Aug 6, 1:00–6:00        Ages 8 and up 
SI0510 Fabric Icons: St. Katherine & Guardian Angel Danilchick/Thola Aug 12, 1:00–4:00  Ages 8 and up 

There are 2 fabric projects: one outline and one cross-stitch/needlepoint. Please specify cross-stitch or needlepoint. 
For more info, contact         Nadine Thola: (703) 660-6782 / Inkspots@cox.net 

SI0508 Pysanki Eggs Thola/Manley         Aug 23, 10:00–1:00 Ages Teen to Adult
   Aug 16 $70 OPT $25 

mailto:Inkspots@cox.net


Parishioner Updates 
 

• Our deepest condolences go to Joe Kumbera, 
whose mother Viola passed away on May 6.  
May her memory be eternal. 

• Tommy Campbell earned the Presidential 
Award for physical fitness.  He also made the 
Top Ten Miler, the only 2nd Grade boy, coming 
in 8th place.  His time for running the mile was 
7:31.  Sister Kaitlyn received the Washington 
Post "Distinguished Student Award" for 
Academics and Citizenship.  Congratulations, 
and well done, both of you! 

• Davis Columba Robertson, son of Lisa and 
David Robertson, was baptized May 15. His 
sponsors were Victoria and Mark Cherpes.  
Many years! 

• Church-school principal and choir member 
Stacy Gullette suffered a “mini-stroke” the 
weekend of May 22, but there appear to be no 
serious after-effects. Please keep her and the 
Gullette family in your prayers.  

• We offer our condolences to Alida Eugenia 
Kass on the death of her mother, Arlene Chack, 
in Vancouver, Canada, on Thursday, May 26.  
May Arlene’s  memory be eternal. 

• Before Liturgy on May 29 the adoption of Jyoti 
(“Joy”) Priscilla Kumbera by Joseph and 
Susan Kumbera was blessed in a brief prayer 
service. May God grant Joseph, Susan, Joy, and 
older sister Sundhya (“Sunny”) many years! 

• Our best wishes to choir member Mina Petlova 
Coleman and husband Joseph, who are 
expecting their first child.   

• Please welcome new member Cheryl Ann 
Saunders. 

 
Anything interesting, exciting, or noteworthy happening in 
your life or your family’s that you would like to share?  Send 
an email to Jeff Beranek at stmarynewsletter@aol.com. 
 
June Birthdays 
 
1 Amanda Herman 
5 Elaine Ivascu 
6 Michael Gullette Sr. 
8 Jonathan Chaves 
11 Gemma Phelps 
16 Chris Kozemchak 
18 Julia Yuskavage 
18        Alexander Woglom 
18 Daniel Martin Jacobson 
23 Mark Cherpes 
24 Stephen Zimmerli 
24 Rachel Marie Jacobson 
28 Martha Codrea 

 
June Anniversaries 
 
18 Armand & Tina Scala 
 
 

Looking back over the past month we may 
have missed a few important dates.  Best 
wishes to all of those who celebrated a 

birthday or anniversary in May or June!  We do 
not necessarily have birthday or anniversary 

information for newer members.   We are also 
seeking to compile a list a Saint’s name days 

for all those in the parish. Please submit all 
birthdays, anniversaries, and Saint’s name days 

to lori.herold@verizon.net or 
stmaryorthodoxchurch@starpower.net  

 
 
2005 Graduates 
 

• Alexander Yuskavage, the son of Bob 
Yuskavage and Paula Tapyrik Yuskavage, 
and a former altar boy at St Mary’s for six 
years, graduated from Virginia Tech with 
honors on May 13, 2005.  He received a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Economics with a 
minor in Political Science, cum laude, and a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Mathematics, 
cum laude.  He had previously been 
inducted into the economics honor society, 
Omicron Delta Epsilon, and the 
mathematics honor society, Pi Mu Epsilon.  
Alex was on the Dean’s List six semesters 
and is a member of the national honor 
society, Phi Sigma Theta.  After spending 
this summer working at the Urban Institute 
in Washington, D.C., Alex will begin work 
on a doctoral program in economics at the 
University of Wisconsin in Madison. 

 
• Steven C. Hojnicki, son of Lee & Georgia 

Hojnicki, graduates from Lake Braddock 
High School this year on June 21st.  Steve, 
who was a three sport athlete for Lake 
Braddock, will play lacrosse at Army and he 
reports into the United States Military 
Academy at West Point on June 27, 2005. 
Please keep Steve in your prayers as he 
begins this new phase in his life.   



 

Major Upcoming Events. . .  
 
6/11 - St. Mary’s Annual Church Bazaar, 9 am – 3 pm 
6/12    - Father Alexander’s last Sunday; special goodbye coffee hour. 
6/24  - Fast Free Friday Potluck 
 
“Fast-Free Friday” Potluck Feast  
 
     Bring your favorite food, CDs, and games  – and come to the “Fast-Free Friday” party on Friday, June 24, in the 
Fellowship Room, starting at 5:30 pm. 
    There are only four Fridays labeled “no fast” on the Orthodox calendar, and this one happens right at the end of the 
school year – perfect timing for a celebration.  We’ll kick off summer vacation with a potluck feast, music, games, and 
maybe a surprise or two.   This is a great chance for all ages to meet, visit, and relax together.  Sign up on the easel this 
Sunday!   If you have any questions or special ideas for the party, call Eleni or George Woglom at (703) 425-0834. 

 
6/26 - Special Parish Assembly to determine renumeration package for new priest 
7/10 -(Tentative) Goodbye lunch for Father Alexander 
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