Message from Chris Thomas, Parish Council President

This letter is being written prior to Archbishop Nathaniel’s planned visit and our parish’s
annual assembly. | hope as you read this the Archbishop and Episcopate will have
approved our plan to add iconography throughout the sanctuary. This plan was
developed to meet the requirements of the Archbishop and the Episcopate Icon
Committee; copies are available at the church. With their blessing we will ask you at the
Parish Assembly on January 30 to approve the fund raising that will be needed to finance
this project. The first of several phases will cost $37,000 and should take 18 months to
complete. It will include icons of the major feasts of the Church placed between the
windows on each side of the sanctuary. Later phases will include icons of Saints along
walls just above the windows and include a shrine and other thematic icons.

The Parish Council has recommended in the draft budget that no more than half of the initial funding for this first phase
come from the building fund to provide for the down payment, and to be repaid to the building fund as donations are
received. This project will result in the most dramatic visual change to the sanctuary since the iconostasis was installed. It
will help to focus our attention to the life of our Lord and teach our children through visualization of the nativity, baptism,
crucifixion, and resurrection, and ascension of Christ. Icons help us to understand Orthodox belief, transcending language,
culture, and time. They tell of Christ's love for us, His compassion, His humility, and selflessness - examples we need to
internalize as we attempt to be more Christ-like. | encourage you and your family to give generously to the icon project as
we start the first phase and through each phase. Look at it as an investment in your faith and all those who will enter into
St. Mary's seeking the truth of Christ.

At the December Council meeting we approved the draft budget for 2005, and learned at the January meeting that we will
have a net income for this year of about $6,000. The Council will recommend to the Parish Assembly that the net income
be evenly split between the two properties as additional principal payments.

At our January meeting Elaine Papp presented the progress of the Choir Director Search committee. She gave an excellent
talk reminding us that our goal is to build a family of believers and focus our energy on faith and not division. After a very
positive discussion the Council agreed to ask John McKay to serve as our interim director until after Pascha. The Search
committee will continue exploring options and presenting its finding to the next Parish Council. In the meantime, | am very
thankful that John McKay has agreed to work with us over the next several months.

| announced to the Council a few months ago that | would not serve another year as Council President. This announcement
was greeted by a sigh of relief by the kind people who help put together this newsletter and who have constantly challenged
my belief that a ‘due date’ is less a submission date, than a notice to start thinking about a topic on which to write.

| should have taken time at the January Council meeting, but we were running late and | did not want to keep everyone, to
thank the members of the council over the past three years as | attempted to run council meetings. | apologize for the many
times | offended, for my inability to manage time and the meetings that ran late, as well as for late notifications, and late
agenda. And | have to thank Joe Cox and David Cheplick for serving as Treasurer, the most unrecognized and
unappreciated job of our community, and yet the most critical to the business operations. | also have to thank Elizabeth
Hall, Marshall Standifer, Pat Baum, and Tanya Danilchick for their help as Council Secretary. Their minutes were often the
only evidence that we accomplished anything. And finally everyone who came out in the rain, cold, dark and even sunshine
to help us make quorum and do the occasionally tedious work of operating the Church.

If you will allow me, | would like to share my thoughts on where we are and our potential at St. Mary’s. All parishes -- much
like families -- have problems and disagreements. What we must always remember is that Orthodoxy is not St. Mary's. St.
Mary's is a focal point of Orthodoxy in our community. In many ways the Church is not here to serve us, but to give us a
way to serve the Church and the people of Christ. When our children pack supplies for tsunami victims half a world away,
we are Christ-like. When the Ladies’ Guild raises money for missions in Romania and Albania, we are examples of Christian
love. When we donate food to Our Daily Bread, or FACETS, we are feeding God’s children. When we donate money to



hurricane relief or to help sooth the pain in Beslan, Russia, we are acting as Our Lord instructed. While it is true that much
of our budget goes to heating, insurance, electricity, and maintenance, | see our energy devoted to acts of compassion and
kindness. If we can remember to give unselfishly to each other as we give to people around the world; if we can give
without resentment and expectation that others will carry their share of the load; if we can look for opportunities to help and
serve-- then St. Mary Orthodox Church will grow and thrive. As we don't judge the people in Indonesia, we should similarly
refrain from judging one another, and instead forgive one another and reach out to one another. Our potential is great, as
long as we all realize that we will have differences. Where those differences are not a matter of Orthodox theology, we need
to respect and cherish each difference. We each bring richness from our many cultures and backgrounds, positions in life,
and our different gifts and passions.

We are all busy, all exhausted by the pace of life in Washington. God rewards us for our actions, for our prayers, for our
effort and energy. Helping out around the Church does not mean a lifelong commitment to a task. If the trash needs to be
taken out, take it out. If the bathrooms need paper towels, find the storage area and refill them. Volunteer for a coffee hour,
and get the opportunity to meet your hungry fellow communicants. Help clean up when you see a mess. Come to Vespers
when you can. Cook a batch of soup for the Ladies Guild soup luncheons. Take a weeknight out some month and attend
a Parish Council meeting. Getting involved in helping the Church is a blessing.

Thank you for allowing me to serve with my limited abilities as Council President for the last three years.
In Christ,

Christopher Thomas, Parish Council President

Children’s Choir Debuts at
Christmas Eve Service

This year’s Christmas Eve Compline/Matins Service
was truly a special one, as it marked the debut of
the St. Mary Children’s Choir (SMCC).

The objective of the SMCC is not only to develop
children’s interest in liturgical participation, but also
to integrate all members of our parish in the
regular worship of the Church. Kids are a vital part J
of the service! On Christmas Eve, the SMCC helped
lead the congregation in the litany responses, the
Compline responses (“For God is with us”), the
“Alleluias” during the Polyeleos, the Nativity
Troparion (“Your Birth O Christ”), and Ode 1 to the
Nativity Katavasies (“Christ is Born! Glorify Him!").

Heathren, Gwyneth, and Pierce Berry, Caitlyn and
Tommy Campbell, Junior and Alice Kass, Claudia
Cherpes, Nina Ziu, Sarah and Rachel Jacobson, and
Sunny Kumbera.

Next up for the SMCC is the Lenten/Pascha season.

By the end of the long service, all were amazed at
the beautiful and “joyful noise” sung to the Lord
that evening, as well as the children’s endurance!
We salute the members of the SMCC, as well as
their parents, for all the hard work they put in:

Megan Lowther, Eleni Thomas, Natalya Beranek,
Matthew, Hannah, and Ian Homsy, James Woglom,

Preliminary plans are possibly to participate in a
Vespers Service during Lent, a service during Holy
Week, and/or the Sunday morning Agape Vespers
Service. Practices will start on February 6, right
after Church School. If you are interested in
joining this remarkable group, please talk to Mike
Gullette and ask for a Kid's Church School/Choir
Tape.






Tsunami Relief Efforts

The Church School Teachers and Parents would
like to thank Susan Kumbera for coordinating
the IOCC Tsunami Relief Project. As a result of
her work, as well as the help of many parents,
the children were able to put together 126
Health Kits for the survivors. We pray that
those receiving the kits will recognize God's
love during this time. And we also thank Susan
for her tireless efforts!

(More information on this effort is available at
the IOCC website at:
http://www.iocc.org/giftsofheart.shtml). The
instructions for making these kits are printed
below:

Buy a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper
closure and fill it with the following items:

One hand towel

One washcloth

One comb

One metal nail file or nail clipper
One bar of soap (bath size)

One toothbrush

One tube of toothpaste (4-7 ounces)
Six Band-Aids

Secure the bag and pack it in a box. Secure the
box with packing tape.

Clearly mark the outside of the box with the
words "Health Kit", apply the correct amount of
postage and mail the box to the following
address:

IOCC / Church World Service

Brethren Service Center Annex

601 Main St.

P.O. Box 188

New Windsor, Md. 21776-0188

Be sure to include the name of the parish, group
or individual sending the kits on the box.

.
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It only happens 4 times a year. It’s a
FAST-FREE FRIDAY
So let’s have a party!

Friday, February 25
5:30 p.m. and beyond

Potluck Feast
Music

Games

Great Friends

Mark your calendar. . . and RSVP in
the Fellowship Room (sign-up sheet
on the easel).

Women’s Bible Study

Our next Bible Study is Tuesday, March 1* at 7:30
p.m. at Eleni Woglom’s house. We will begin
studying chapter 12 of I Corinthians. We hope to
see you there!

- Stacy Gullette

Whenever Abba Agathon’s thoughts urged him to
pass judgment on something that he saw, he would
say to himself, “Agathon, it is not your business to
do that.” Thus his spirit was recollected. The same
abba said, “A man who is angry is not acceptable
to God, even if he were to raise the dead.”

-The Sayings of the Desert Fathers,
translated by Benedicta Ward




Parishioner Updates

e The Robertson family is pleased to
announce the birth of Davis Myers
Robertson, who was born on January 24 at
10:32 PM at Fair Oaks hospital. Davis was 6
Ibs. 13 ozs. and 19.25 inches long. Davis is
a Scottish name meaning “son of David.”
Mom Lisa, and dad Dave, are doing well,
and big sisters Annalee and Rachel are
thrilled.

¢ Rodney Mowrey is preparing to embark on
a round-the-world trip. He leaves in mid-
February for his first destination, New
Zealand.

e The grandaughter of Deacon Peter and Dsa.
Tanya Danilchick will be baptized at St.
Mary's on February 13th, following Divine
Liturgy.

e Johnny Gullette scored 22 points during his
last basketball game -- including a 25-footer
that went in the basket just as the final
quarter buzzer went off.

e Vittorio (Vito) Sabia, son of Ina and
Steven Sabia, was baptized on January 16.
Na sas zisi!

¢ Elaine Papp had an article published in the
World Health  Organization's  Global
Occupational Health Network Newsletter,
entitled "Protecting Worker Health Using
the Occupational Health Risk Assessment
Tool: Control Banding".

e Please welcome new members George
Koumarianos and Euthalia Koumarianos
of Falls Church, Virginia (who will maintain
dual membership at St. Mary Church and St.
Katherine Greek Orthodox Church), and
Slayman Khousiry, who recently arrived in
our area from Guantanamo Bay.

Anything interesting, exciting, or noteworthy happening
in your life or your family’s that you would like to
share? Send an email to Jeff Beranek at
Jjmberanek@aol.com.

February Birthdays

2 Elaine Devine

2 Ursula Rij

2 Forest Thola

4 Mary Papp

7 Susan Zimmerli Matelski
8 Cindy Cherpes

9 George Codrea Sr.

14 Eugene Ephraim Huang
15 Salam Asihel

17 Ileana Alim

19 George Codrea Jr.

20 Eleni Kallista Hanson
23 Agazit Asihel

23 Mikey Gullette

23 Januarius Rodney Mowrey
23 George Ivascu

25 Thomas Robertson

28 Marie Thomas

28 Jonathan Jacobson

29 Paul Kozemchak

29 Paula Yuskavage

o . .
o February Anniversaries

)
o
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Christopher & Marilyn Marie
Thomas

birthday or anniversary in January or February!

We do not necessarily have birthday or

anniversary information for newer members.
We are also seeking to compile a list a Saint’s
name days for all those in the parish. Please
submit all birthdays, anniversaries, and Saint’s

name days to lori.herold@verizon.net or
___ stmaryorthodoxchurch@starpower.nef

Looking back over the past month we may
have missed a few important dates. Best
wishes to all of those who celebrated a
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